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The AI Copilot
Effect

How Al Is Transforming the Side Hustle

Economy

$556B Market « 70M+ Workers * 40% Productivity Gains

Global Gauntlet Al



Two Megatrends

THE GIG ECONOMY

U.S. freelance workers in 2024

36% of U.S. workforce
$556.7B market value

16% CAGR through 2033

Sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Business Research Insights, FlexOS 2024, OpenAl

Al PRODUCTIVITY BOOM

91%

of businesses using Al in 2025

40% avg productivity boost

$3.70 ROI per $1 invested

800M+ ChatGPT weekly users




Al Adoption Has Hit Critical Mass

84% 56% 60%

(o) e [V (o] o [ST SV ET-WAV I (o] of employees use GenAl at work of freelancers use Al platforms

Sources: Stack Overflow Developer Survey 2024, FlexOS, Freelancers Union 2025



The Productivity Multiplier Effect

HARVARD STUDY

25%

faster task completion

40%+

higher quality output

Sources: Harvard Business School, GitHub, Microsoft WorkLab, Freelancers Union 2025

GitHub Copilot Speed Boost

Developers code faster with Al assistance

More Projects Completed

Weekly coding project output with Al

Research Time Reduced

Freelance writers using Al outlines

Meeting Catchup Speed

Microsoft Copilot summary vs. manual



The Time Dividend

FEDERAL RESERVE DATA

5.4%

of work hours saved by GenAl users

2.2 hrs/week

Average savings for 40-hour workers

9+ hrs/week

Saved by 27% of frequent Al users

122 hrs/year

U.K. admin workers using Al



The Side Hustle Landscape

36%

of Americans have a side hustle

AVERAGE MONTHLY EARNINGS

$891

Up from $810 in 2023

MILLENNIAL EARNINGS

Highest of any generation

Sources: Bankrate 2024, Hostinger Side Hustle Report, Dollar Sprout Survey



The Generational Divide

70% of U.S. freelancers are under age 35 — digital natives leading the Al-powered gig revolution

GenZ

1826 $958/
mo

Millennials .

P 50% have side hustle $1,129/

mo

Gen X o :

43,58 35% have side hustle $751/
mo

Boomers

59-77 $561/
mo

Sources: Hostinger 2025, Website Planet, Bankrate Survey



The AI-Powered Side

kol 2 ,@E now operate like small agencies. With a lean tech stack under $100/month, one person can handle multiple large

projects while delivering consistently high results.

COST COMPARISON

Traditional: Hire VA + Researcher

$2,500+/mo

Al Stack (GPT + Jasper + Tools)

<$100/mo

96% Cost Reduction

Sources: Freelancers Union 2025, Al Hustle Case Studies

63% 65%

Work fewer hours Use automation

CASE STUDY: EMMA, FREELANCE WRITER

Started as side hustle while working full-time in HR. Used to spend 8-10 hours per article. With
Al tools (Jasper + SurferSEO): reduced research time 70%, cut writing hours in half, scaled to

managing a 3-person team.

Now earning $12,000+/month



The A1 Wage Premium

Job Growth in Al-Exposed Roles + 3 8 %

Despite automation concerns

Productivity Growth (Al Sect (0
roductivity Gro (Al Sectors) +27/0

Finance, software, knowledge work (2018-24)

- ivi 0
Pre-Al Productivity Growth + 7 /0

Same sectors (before 2018)

in Al-heavy industries

Source: Azumo Al Workplace Statistics 2025



Top AI-Enhanced Side
Hustles

1 Content Writing
GPT, Jasper, Copy.ai

50% faster output * 70% research reduction

Graphic Design
Midjourney, DALL-E, Canva Al

Al-generated art sales growing 300%+ YoY

Video Production
Short-form Al editing tools

Auto-captions, highlights, repurposing

Sources: Dollar Sprout 2024, Visa Side Hustle Report, Freelance Platform Data

4 Virtual Assistance
Al chatbots, scheduling, CRM

Handle 3-5x more clients with automation

E-commerce / Reselling

Al listing, pricing, inventory

Automated cross-platform management

Online Courses
Al course builders, content gen

Launch in days vs. months




The Reality Check: Trust & Quality

CHALLENGES

Don't fully trust Al results

Developers say outputs are "almost right but not fully correct"

Inaccurate code suggestions 66%

Al hallucination concerns 77%

of businesses express worry about accuracy

Hide Al usage at work 57%

Sources: Index.dev 2025, FullView Al Statistics, Microsoft WorkLab

THE OPPORTUNITY

Human + AI beats AI alone

The trust gap creates a premium for
professionals who can verify, refine, and deliver

Al-enhanced work with human judgment.

WINNING FORMULA:

Al for speed + Human for quality = Premium pricing

power

77% of Copilot users don't want to go back




The Market Trajectory

GIG ECONOMY

FREELANCE PLATFORMS
2033

2030

2024 2024

$5.6B
$557B

16.1% CAGR
16.18% CAGR

Sources: Business Research Insights, The Interview Guys, MBO Partners

WORKFORCE SHIFT

50%

of U.S. workforce projected to

freelance by 2027

Full-time independents: 2x since 2020




Strategic Implications

FOR INDIVIDUALS

o Al skills = 56% wage premium.

Invest in learning now.

Human judgment remains
premium. Position as Al +
expertise.

Side hustle = safety net. 82%
avoid paycheck-to-paycheck.

Analysis: Global Gauntlet Al

1

FOR COMPANIES

Freelancer pool is Al-enabled.

Expect faster, better output.

Gig workers operate like
agencies. Rethink vendor
strategy.

Al skill gaps = hiring
opportunity. Scout

Al-augmented talent.

FOR INVESTORS

0 $2.15T market by 2033.
High-growth sector.

e Al agent startups: $3.8B raised
in 2024 (3x YoY).

e Platforms enabling Al + gig =
massive TAM.



Key Takeaways

1 2 3

The multiplier is real Side hustlers win twice Human + Al = Premium
e o . o

2_5 S5% .product|V|ty gains, 7_0 e Financial safety net + skill development. Trust gaps create opportunity. Al-skilled

time savings, 4x faster meeting catchup 82% avoid living paycheck-to-paycheck. workers earn 56% more than peers.

The question isn't to adopt Al tools—it's how fast you can master them.

Global Gauntlet Al « Executive Briefing 2025



THANK YOU

Ready to Build Your
AlI-Powered
Future?

CONNECT LINKEDIN COMPANY

jjshay.com @)jjshay Global Gauntlet Al

Data sources cited throughout presentation December 2025




